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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/21/03 has been 
considered by the examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-6. 10, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being Traversat by 
(US 2002/01843310). 

As to claim 1 , Traversat teaches a method for grouping technical devices being 
nodes of a network (figure 3, 4), the nodes being capable of providing services or 
resources to other nodes of the network and using services or resources provided by 
other nodes of the network, wherein a unique label is used for identifying the group, and 
a unique label is used for identifying an individual node, characterized in said group 
label being created automatically when two nodes are connected, and neither of said 
two nodes already labelled as being member of a group of nodes; 

said group label being assigned automatically to said two nodes; 

said group label being assigned automatically to other nodes when being 
connected to said group of nodes; and 

node having not more than one group label assigned. 
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As to claim 2, Traversat teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein said 
group label is newly determined and assigned dynamically to all nodes belonging to 
said group of nodes whenever one or more nodes are added to or removed from said 
group of nodes (paragraph 380 and abstract). 

As to claim 3, Traversat teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
nodes are under control of the same user (paragraph 0084, 0137). 

As to claim 4, Traversat teaches a method according to claim wherein two 
different groups nodes may be merged into one group, the merging process comprising 
modification of the affected nodes group label such that a common group label is 
assigned to the affected nodes (paragraph 0073). 

As to claim 5, Traversat teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein a group 
of nodes may be split into two or more groups of nodes, the splitting process comprising 
modification of the affected nodes group label (pragragh 01 16). 

As to claim 6, Traversat teaches a method according to claim 5, wherein the 
modification of group labels results automatically assigning a common group label to the 
nodes of one resulting group of nodes, and either automatically assigning another 
common group label the nodes of the other resulting group of nodes, or leaving the 
common group label of said nodes of said other resulting group of nodes unchanged 
(paragraph 0090, 0085, 115). 

As to claim 10, Traversat teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein said 
group label detached automatically from any node when being disconnected from said 
group of nodes (paragraph 380). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Traversat teaches a method according to claim wherein a 
connection between two nodes has a status, the status defining whether both 
connected nodes belong to the same group of nodes or not (paragraph 139). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 7, the teaching of above prior art fails to teach communication and 
cooperation between nodes belonging to different groups of nodes is allowed, if the 
following conditions are fulfilled, namely the first condition being that a requesting node 
belongs to a first group of nodes, the group of nodes being connected to at least one 
other, second group of nodes, the second condition being that said second group of 
nodes can detect unambiguously that the request was launched from said first group of 
nodes, the third condition being that for the second group of nodes it is explicitly allowed 
to communicate and cooperate with the first group of nodes, and the fourth condition 
being that the content or service requested by said first group of nodes is available 
within said second group of nodes, and released by said second group of nodes, the 
release referring explicitly said first group of nodes, or the release referring to a number 
of groups of nodes including said first group of nodes. 

Dependent claims 8 and 9 are objected for the reason. 

Claim 12 is allowed. 
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As to claim 12, the teaching of above prior art fails to teach means for detecting if 
the second nodes group label is the same as the first nodes group label, if the second 
node has already a group label associated when connecting, and means for enabling 
communication between the two nodes if their group labels are identical. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Yeager et al (US 2005/0086300) teaches trust mechanism for peer-to-peer 
network computing platform. 

B. Abdel-Aziz et al (US 2004/006451 1) teaches peer-to-peer email massaging. 

C. Traversat et al (US 2002/0188657) teaches resources identifiers for a peer- 
to-peer environment. 

E. Toyryla et al (US 2003/0083086) teaches method for creating a dynamic talk 

group. 

F Pinard (US 6,816,589) teaches dynamic communication groups. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C. LE whose telephone number is 571-272-7868. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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